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A Festival of Lessons and Carols
Welcome to the Festival of Lessons and Carols at Converse Univer-
sity. The season of Advent is a time when we, like Mary, nurture the 
life that grows within us so that we can shine that light in a land of 
deep darkness. It is a time of waiting and contemplation. 

As we look around us, we can often feel overwhelmed by the bro-
kenness we see. The world is covered in what looks and feels, many 
days, like darkness. May we remember, however, that “the light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 
1:5) It is my prayer that this service might be a time of restful reflec-
tion for you. In a world that can be bleak, may the Christmas story 
remind us of the persistence and stubborn resilience of hope. We 
give thanks for this reminder, which comes around time and time 
again, often when we need it most. 

For peace, joy, light and love we rejoice!

Reverend Eliza Smith DeBevoise
Converse Chaplain and Director of Community Engagement

Please note the location of all exits in case of an emergency.  
In the unlikely event of power failure, a generator will begin  

within ten seconds to provide lighting.



Prelude
O Come, O Come Emanuel ...................................................... arr. John McAllister

Converse Wind Ensemble

Two settings of "In Dulci Jubilo" .................................Johann Sebastian Bach 
and Marcel Dupre

 Dr. Brennan Szafron, organist

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas .........................................Hugh Martin
Aidan O’Donnell, piano

Rhapsodie sur les Noels (parts 1 and 2)  ..................................... Eugene Gigout
Dr. Szafron, organist

Sleigh Ride  ................................................................................................ Leroy Anderson
Converse Wind Ensemble

Pastorale (from the "Christmas Concerto").................... Archangelo Corelli
arr. Robert Gower

Dr. Szafron, organist



Order of Service
*Processional Carol: Once in Royal David’s City .....................................................arr. David Willcocks

Dr. Brennan Szafron, organist
Madeline Owens ’24, soloist

(Solo)     Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for a bed.
Mary was that mother mild, 

             Jesus Christ her little child.

(Choirs) He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all.
And his shelter was a stable
And his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

(Organ Interlude)  

(All)       And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.

(All)       Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned,
All in white shall wait around.

The Bidding Prayer ....................................................................................... Reverend Eliza Smith DeBevoise
Converse Chaplain and Director of Community Engagement

The Lord’s Prayer

Carol: Sussex Carol ........................................................................................................English traditional carol/
arr. David Willcocks 

The Spartanburg Master Chorale & Converse Chorale

The First Lesson ...................................................................................................................................... Genesis 3: 8-15
Read by Anna Patterson ’24

Carol: Adam lay ybounden .................................................................................................................... John Ireland
The Spartanburg Master Chorale

The Second Lesson .............................................................................................................................Genesis 22:15-18
Read by Marisol Gutierrez ’25



Carol: I Saw Three Ships ................................................................................................... Arr. Luther Henderson  
Converse Wind Ensemble

 The Third Lesson .....................................................................................................................................Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7
Read by Aidan O’Donell ’24

Carol: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear ................................ Arthur Sullivan/arr. David Willcocks
Converse Chorale

The Fourth Lesson ....................................................................................................................................... Isaiah 11: 1-9
Read by Kiarra Thomas ’27

Carol: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ............................................................. 14th-century German carol/
harmonized by Michael Praetorius 

(All) Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
 From tender stem hath sprung!
 Of Jesse's lineage coming
 As men of old have sung.
 It came a flow'ret bright,
 Amid the cold of winter,
 When half spent was the night.

  Isaiah was 'twas foretold it,
 The Rose I have in mind,
 With Mary we behold it,
 The Virgin Mother kind.
 To show God's love aright,
 She bore to us a Saviour,
 When half spent was the night.

 O flower, whose fragrance tender
 With sweetness fills the air,
 Dispel in glorious splendour
 The darkness everywhere;
 True man, yet very God,
 From sin and death now save us,
 And share our every load.

The Fifth Lesson ..............................................................................................................................Saint Luke 1: 26-38
Read by Keith Rogers ’27

Carol: "Monstra te esse matrem," from Ave Maris Stella ......................................................... Kile Smith
Converse Chorale

Translation:
                            Show thyself to be a Mother:
                            Through thee may he receive prayer
                            Who, being born for us,
                            Undertook to be thine own.

*Please rise in person or in spirit.



The Sixth Lesson .................................................................................................................................. Saint Luke 2: 1-7
Read by D’Asia Thomas ’26

Hymn: Myn lyking  ...........................................................................................................................................R. R. Terry
The Spartanburg Master Chorale

The Seventh Lesson.........................................................................................................................Saint Luke 2: 8-20
Read by Logan Nichols ’24

Hymn: Bashana Haba ‘Ah .....................................................................................................................Ehud Manor
Converse Wind Ensemble

The Eighth Lesson ...................................................................................................................Saint Matthew 2: 1-12 
Read by Allison Mason ’24

Carol: Bethlehem Down ......................................................................................................................... Peter Warlock
The Spartanburg Master Chorale

*The Ninth Lesson ............................................................................................................................Saint John 1: 1-14
Read by Ryan Glenn ’25

*Carol: O Come, All Ye Faithful .................................................................Words and music byJ. F. Wade/
arr. David Willcocks

(All)  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
 Come and behold him, born the King of Angels:
 O come, let us adore him,
 O come, let us adore him,
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
 Glory to God in the highest:
 O come, let us adore him,
 O come, let us adore him,
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

 Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning,
 Jesus to thee be glory giv’n;
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
 O come, let us adore him,
 O come, let us adore him,
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

*Benediction ..................................................................................................................................Reverend DeBevoise

*Recessional Carol: Angels We Have Heard On High .........................................................French carol/
arr. Edward Shippen Barnes

The Spartanburg Master Chorale, Converse Chorale & Converse Wind Ensemble

Postlude: Rhapsodie sur les Noels (part 3) .............................................................................Eugene Gigout
Dr. Szafron, organist

*Please rise in person or in spirit.



The Spartanburg Master Chorale
Dr. Keith Jones, conductor
Julie Smith, accompanist

Soprano
Suzanne Brown
Laurin Chatham
Alyssa Cox
Anne Denbow
Sarah Donnan
Susan Gallagher
Katy Garner
Mary Ashton Garrett
Angel Hammond
Nancy Hughes
Anna Neely
Madeline Owens
Devin Philson
Tracie Powell-Wilkin
Carol Shultis
Adriana Stamile
Carrera Stamile
Anabella Walker

Alto
Susan Baker
Claire Bass
Caroline Cooley
Laurel Greene
Priya Johnston
Michaela Lineberry
Carol Loar
Judy Marshall
Kari Mason
Jane Patterson
Mark Shelton
Tanner Smith
Rachael Suggs
Allison Sutton
Jo Woodyard
 

Tenor
Jamez Dudley
Noah Lipari
Simon MIshler
Bryson Root
Gary Shultis
Phil Vernesoni

Bass
Jacob Bullock
John Dennis
Ian Hammond
Michael Harper
David Holt
Al Jeter
Hongru Liu
Ron Marshall
Lonnie Myers
Jim Patterson
Bert Sippola
Roland Smith
Ed Warren

Participants
Converse University Chaplain .......................................................................................Eliza Smith DeBevoise
Organist ............................................................................................................................................Dr. Brennan Szafron
Technical Director ................................................................................................................................ Mayes Hopkins
Director of Events .............................................................................................................................Debbi Thompson

Soprano I
Emma Alley
Lauren Bell
Sarye Glenn
Madison Hughes
Jillian Tippie

Soprano II
Samantha Condrey
Alyssa Cox
Natalie Edwards
Katy Garner
Leslie Sheely

Alto
Fay Bullard
Kalei Connors
Quian Garces Hurtado
Amoire Green
Kate Hanchon
Sophie Mitchell
Kanaria Nash
El Sistare

Converse Chorale
Dr. Keith Jones, conductor
Anne Graff, accompanist

Participants shown are accurate as of the time of publication and  
are subject to changes up to the day of the event.



Piccolo
Mirriam Waddell

Flute
Claire Cathey
Alan Gilbert
Clara Stein
Katherine Paiz
Maggie Billings
Emily Clark
Emma Draney 
Natalie Jones

Oboe
Hunter Lanier
Theo Tice
Helen Scott

Clarinet
Sam Prosser
Ryan Reynolds
Abby Cox
Bethany Giovannetti
Sidney Serber
Victoria Connor
Michaella Willis

Bass Clarinet
Taylor Sexton

Bassoon
Manuel Roncero Ros
Jaimee Inglett
David Andriychuk

Alto Saxophone
Scott Gilbert
James Robinson

Tenor Saxophone
Baleigh Gossett

Baritone Saxophone
Dale Watson

Trumpet
Ethan Watkins
Miles Hampton
Rick Spears
Karina Lopez-Campos
 
French Horn
Lauren Sellars
Abigail Matula
Logan Neal
Julie Camp

Trombone
Santino Xavier
Gabriel Rollins
John McAllister
Blake Duncan
Bryson Cox
William Pham
Aiden Pearson

Euphonium
Isabella Hartnett
EJ Holland

Tuba
Gryphon Blackwell
Chase Martin
John Holloway

Percussion
Madison Prince
Sean Giovannetti
Aiden O’Donnell
Andrew Addis
Sean Fanchette
Lauren Stanlaand
 

Converse Wind Ensemble
Dr. Arthur Haecker, conductor

Participants shown are accurate as of the time of publication and  
are subject to changes up to the day of the event.



Special thanks to the many friends of Converse University 
for making this evening possible, especially 

Palmer Davison ’84 and Michael Ball
Brant and Judy Bynum

Rhonda Tedder ’84 and Howard Coker
Nancy Bain ’79 and Paul Coté

The Honorable Stinson Woodward Ferguson ’07
Mary Lib Spillers Hamilton ’57

Sandy Russell ’75 and John Hartnett
Melissa Daves ’69 and Steve Johnson

Samantha Nicholson ’12 and Clint Larkins
Sandra Speare Parker ’62

Dr. Karen Waters Thomas ’84 and Mr. David Thomas
Libby Cuttino ’79 and Vint Tilson

Dr. Kay E. Woodward

Luminaries
You are the light of the world.  Matthew 5:14

Each year the Converse and Spartanburg communities are invited to purchase a luminary in memory 
or honor of a loved one. The proceeds raised through the sale of the luminaries will go to the Converse 
Student Benevolence Fund.

In Honor
Leah Anderson 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Barbara Austin 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Dianne Bagnal ’00 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Lilly Baldwin 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

William Barnet, III 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

William Barrick 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Laura Chappell Bauknight ’87 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Susan M. Miskelly

Jenn Bell 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Emily and Hugh Rushing

Sheila Bishop 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Andrew Blanchard 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

The Converse University  
Board of Trustees 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Kathryn Boucher 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Michelle Bowen 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Ross Brendle 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Kin Britton 
Ms. Debbi Thompson

Kris Burton 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Converse University Campus 
Technology Department 
Nancy Smith Gage ’82

Vivianne Carey ’81 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Mary E. Carlisle ’03 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Annette Carswell 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Paula Cash 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter



Donna Gorski ’03 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Jamie Grant 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

The Greenville Society 
Mrs. Emily Grady Fayssoux ’97

Pamela Greenway 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Ms. Debbi Thompson

John Michael Greer 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Ericka Tyner Grodrian ’02 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Marissa Haben 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Mary Lib Spillers Hamilton ’57 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Kelly Harrison ’90 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Caroline Hedbloom 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Dr. Joseph Satava

Mayes Hopkins 
Ms. Debbi Thompson

Mayes Hopkins 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Boone & Chandra Hopkins 
Kimberly Jolley

Kenneth B. Howard 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Marc Howard 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Kala Hudson 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Keon Humphries 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Converse Institutional 
Advancement Department 
Kimberly Jolley 
Leah M. Anderson

Susan Jackson 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Susu Phifer Johnson ’65 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Kim Johnson 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Kim Jolley 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Larry Jones 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Russell Joye 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

The Kellam Family 
James W. Kellam, Ed.D ’22

James W. Kellam ’22 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Kay & Phil Kendall, 
Family Of Janie Kerr Pride ’74 
Mrs. Jane Kerr Pride ’74

Lucy Simpson Kuhne ’66 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Kristin Lacey 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Ms. Debbi Thompson

Ashley Lazevnick 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Roosevelt Leggett, Jr. 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Beverly Lowrance ’22 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Bobby Mason 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Michael Massengale 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Jahnnie Conner 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Dr. Joseph Satava

Selena Crews 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Kyle Crowder 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Julia Jones Daniels ’53 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Jenny Dunn ’99 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Andrea Ezell Elliott ’03 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Lesther Escobar 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Converse Faculty 
Emily and Hugh Rushing

Adam Flynn 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Jerry Fowler 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Anna French ’16 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Dr. Joseph Satava

Danielle Fuller ’24 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Elijah George 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey 
Ms. Debbi Thompson

Carol Gibbs 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Keshia Jackson Gilliam ’05 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Daphnie Glenn 
Emily and Hugh Rushing

Jerome Gomez 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

In Honor



Ken McAbee 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Cori McClure ’01 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Edward T. McLean, Jr. 
Samantha Nicholson Larkins

Lienne Medford 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Susie Nettles Miller ’74 
Mrs. Jane Kerr Pride ’74

Gina Miller ’87 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Glenn Miller 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Converse MIM In Professional 
Leadership Cohort 4 
Kimberly Jolley

Brenna Mitchell-Stewart ’18 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Sonya Mode 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Richard Mulkey 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Lynn Murray ’74 
Mrs. Jane Kerr Pride ’74 
Mrs. Susie Nettles Miller ’74

Rebeccah Noll 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Claire Owings 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Frazer Pajak 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Rebecca Parrish ’00 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Dr. Joseph Satava

Page Parsons ’71 
Mrs. Susie Nettles Miller ’74

In Honor

Deb Peluso ’15 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Richard Pitts 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Mike Poole 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Wallace Davison Prestwood ’89 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Ltc (ret) Sam Pride, 
Spouse Of Janie Kerr Pride ’74 
Samantha Nicholson Larkins

Janie Kerr Pride ’74 
Mrs. Susie Nettles Miller ’74

Allison Reini 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Karen Rhodes 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Lannie Rudicill 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Latane Stewart Sanders ’74 
Mrs. Susie Nettles Miller ’74

Joseph Satava 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Abigail Shirley ’25 
Mrs. Susie Nettles Miller ’74

Cody Sigmon 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Allison Simmons 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Nancy Barron Smith ’57 
Nancy Smith Gage ’82

Gladden Smoke 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Leo Snowe ’16 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Converse Staff 
Emily and Hugh Rushing

Ann Stoddard ’75 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Danielle Stone 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Emily and Hugh Rushing

Ed Struble 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Student Financial Services Staff 
James W. Kellam, Ed.D ’22

Susan Tekulve 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Jena Thomas 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Joyce Thomason 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey 
Ms. Debbi Thompson

Debbi Thompson 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Libby Tilson ’79 
Susan M. Miskelly

Chris Vaneman 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Joni Vinas 
Kimberly Davis

Chris Wentz 
Mrs. Kristin Lacey

Joe Wilferth 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Laura Zeisler 
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter



In Memory
Hazel B. Abbott 
John Bald

Joyce A. Axell 
Kimberly Davis

Dr. Jeffrey Barker 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
Madelyn Young

Mac Boggs 
Madelyn Young

Mrs. Mary Brown 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 

Dr. Karen Carmean 
Dr. Melissa A. Walker

Mr. Frank Daniels 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Pamela H. Davis 
Kimberly Davis

Thomas E. Davis 
Kimberly Davis

Hayward Ellis 
John Bald

Rheta J. Hishon 
Kimberly Davis

Miles Hoffman 
Nancy Smith Gage ’82

Andy Howard 
Madelyn Young

Otho J. & Joan M. Kellam 
James W. Kellam, Ed.D ’22

Sharon Lambert 
Madelyn Young

Daisy Barron Leland ’58 
Nancy Smith Gage ’82

Dean Joe Ann Lever 
Dr. Melissa A. Walker

Greg Lindahl 
Madelyn Young

Marty Lovett 
Madelyn Young

Nat Magruder 
Madelyn Young

Dr. Shannon Martin 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins 
David and Brigid Martin 
Ryan Martin 
Nancy Smith Gage ’82 
Madelyn Young

Angela Means ’13 
Madelyn Young

Carey Dancho Merriweather ’99 
Carol C. Cancienne ’99 
Emily Harbin

Delores Mohrmeyer 
Cindy Mohrmeyer

Walter Scott Montgomery, Jr. 
Nancy Smith Gage ’82

Walter Scott Montgomery, Jr. 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Dana Moore 
Dr. Kelly Harrison

Charlie Morgan 
Madelyn Young

Mrs. Ernestine Melvin Morris 
Carmichael Raclin 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Philip A. Raimondo, I 
Mrs. Michelle Bowen

Stephanie Roach Shugart ’02 
Mrs. Emily T. Guenther ’02

Joanne Spangler 
Cindy Mohrmeyer

James M Sparks, Sr. 
Rosemary Sparks

Mr. Stephen (g Papa) Vidman 
Leah M. Anderson

Grey Wicker 
Leah M. Anderson

Dr. Jeff Willis 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins

Dr. Jeff Willis 
Dr. Melissa A. Walker

W. Larry West 
Michelle Bowen

Betty Campbell York 
Dr. Elizabeth F. York

Mr. Kurt Zimmerli 
Drs. Chandra and Boone Hopkins


