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INAUGURATION
of

BOONE J. HOPKINS, PH.D.
Twelfth President

Friday, the Twenty-First of April
Two Thousand and Twenty-Three



e Past Presidents of Converse f  

*We are honored to have these past presidents of Converse join us today
 and participate in the academic procession.

Reverend Benjamin F. Wilson  1890-1902

Dr. Robert Paine Pell  1902-1932

Dr. Edward Moseley Gwathmey 1933-1955

Dr. Oliver Cromwell Carmichael, Jr. 1956-1960

Dr. Robert T. Coleman, Jr.  1961-1989

Dr. Ellen Wood Hall  1989-1993

*Dr. Sandra C. Thomas 1994-1998

*Nancy Oliver Gray 1999-2005

*Dr. Elizabeth A. Fleming 2005-2016

Krista L. Newkirk 2017-2021

Dr. Jeffrey H. Barker 2021-2021

e The Founder’s Ideal f
“It is my conviction that the well-being of any country depends much upon 
the culture of her women, and I have done what I could to found a college that 
would provide for women thorough and liberal education, so that for them the 
highest motives may become clear purposes and fixed habits of life; and I desire 
that the instruction and influence of Converse College be always such that the 
students may be enabled to see clearly, decide wisely, and to act justly; and that 
they may learn to love God and humanity, and be faithful to truth and duty, so 
that their influence may be characterized by purity and power.

“It is also my desire and hope that Converse College be always truly religious, 
but never denominational. I believe that religion is essential to all that is purest 
and best in life, here and hereafter. I wish the College to be really, but liberally 
and tolerantly, Christian; for I believe that the revelation of God in Christ is for 
salvation; and I commend and commit the College to the love and guidance of 
God, and to the care, sympathy, and fidelity of my fellowmen.”

—Dexter Edgar Converse

e Founders and Original Trustees
of Converse f 

Wilbur E. Burnett

Charles H. Carlisle

John B. Cleveland

George Cofield

Dexter Edgar Converse

George R. Dean

Reverend W.T. Derieux

Major David R. Duncan

Bishop William W. Duncan

Dr. Charles E. Fleming

Dr. Henry E. Heinitsh

William S. Manning

Captain John H. Montgomery

Henry E. Ravenel

Reverend A. Coke Smith

Colonel Joseph Walker

Newton F. Walker

Reverend Benjamin F. Wilson



e Boone J. Hopkins, Ph.D. f 

Boone J. Hopkins, Ph.D. was announced as the 
twelfth president of Converse on February 25, 
2022 by the Converse University Board of Trustees. 
Dr. Hopkins has been a dedicated member of the 
Converse community since 2012.

Originally from Gainesville, Georgia, Dr. Hopkins 
is a proud Red Elephant from Gainesville 
High School. He experienced an innovative 
undergraduate liberal-arts education through a 
unique partnership between Brenau University, 
a historic women’s college, and Gainesville State 

College, a two-year state institution now known as the University of North Georgia. 
After completing a bachelor’s degree, Dr. Hopkins received his MFA in Directing 
and Acting Pedagogy from Virginia Commonwealth University followed by a 
Ph.D. in Theatre Studies from the University of Kansas. Dr. Hopkins moved to 
Spartanburg in 2012 to join Converse as an Assistant Professor of Theatre. In 
addition to directing plays and musicals at Converse including Legally Blonde: the 
Musical, Twelfth Night, Cabaret, The Wolves, and Godspell, Dr. Hopkins has served in 
numerous leadership capacities including: Chair of the Department of Theatre 
& Dance, Dean of the School of the Arts, Senior Associate Provost for Student 
Success, Interim Provost, and Interim President.

Dr. Hopkins delights in helping those with whom he collaborates reach new 
heights and achieve excellence. In parallel with his leadership work for Converse, 
Dr. Hopkins brings his love of empowering others and impacting his community 
for good through his work in Spartanburg on the Board of the Chapman Cultural 
Center, as a member of the Ten at the Top Board to support economic development 
in the Upstate, and as a member of the Integrated Planning Advisory Group for 
the Spartanburg Academic Movement. Dr. Hopkins is a member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church and serves as an assistant basketball coach for the Advent 
Episcopal first and second grade teams. 

President Hopkins is married to Dr. Chandra Owenby Hopkins, Dean of the 
Converse College for Women, and they have two children: Owen (9) and Jack (7).



e The Inauguration Ceremony f 

*Processional
"Phoenix" .................................................................................................Dan Locklair (b. 1949)

Converse Symphony Orchestra
Eric Scheider, Interim Director

Dr. Brennan Szafron, University Organist

*Posting of the Colors and National Anthem

Southern Guards Battalion Army ROTC Color Guard

Emma Brooke Alley ’25, voice

*Invocation .......................................... The Reverend Eliza Smith DeBevoise
Converse University Chaplain

Welcome Sandra Shearouse Morelli ’78
Chair, Board of Trustees

Greetings
Dr. Elizabeth A. Fleming

Past President, Converse College

The Honorable Max T. Hyde, Jr.
Representative, Thirty-Second District of South Carolina

The Honorable Jerome Rice
Mayor, City of Spartanburg

*Please rise in body or in spirit.



*Hymn ...........................................................“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Dr. Szafron, organ

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heav’n, to earth come down,

fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art.

Visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe, Thy loving spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit

Let us find that second rest
Take away the love of sinning

Alpha and Omega be
End of faith, as its beginning

Sets our hearts at liberty
Come almighty to deliver

Let us all Thy life receive
Suddenly return and never

Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing

Glory in Thy perfect love

Finish, then, thy new creation;
true and spotless let us be.

Let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee.

Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav’n we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.

*Please rise in body or in spirit.



Greetings 
Dr. Marsha Roberts Hopkins

President Hopkins’ Mother

Margaret S. Moore
President, Converse University Faculty Senate

Lexi Stoneburner, MIM ’21
Interim President, Converse University Staff Council

Samantha Nicholson Larkins ’12
Past President, Converse University Alumni Association 2020-2022

Angela Brobson ’23
President, Converse University Student Government Association 2022-2023 

Celebratory Commissions Honoring President Hopkins
“Flowering Trumpets”........................................................... Dr. David Berry

Professor of Music

Dr. Steven Graff
Assistant Professor of Piano

“The Gardener” ........................................................Professor Rick Mulkey
Director of the Creative Writing Program, Director of MFA in 

Creative Writing and Associate Professor of English

Jenna Elser, Instructor of Theatre, reader

“Life Toward Light” ...........................................................Dr. Scott Robbins
Professor of Music

Dr. Graff, piano

Investiture of the President ....................................... Ms. Morelli

Presentation of the Symbols of Office 

*Please rise in body or in spirit.



*Please rise in body or in spirit.

Presidential Medallion ............................................................. Ms. Morelli
The Mace ................................................................................ Dr. Joe Wilferth

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Patricia S. Foy
Professor of Music Education, 2023 Grand Marshal

Inaugural Address .............................................. Dr. Boone J. Hopkins
President

Special Presentation
to the President ...................................................... Jasmyn Williams ’24

President, Converse University
Student Government Association 2023-2024

*Alma Mater ............................................................ arr. Alice Skaar ’94

Standing with open arms
Standing alone

Watching her children down through the years,
Watching and keeping them safe from harm,
Hearing their laughter and seeing their tears.

Converse! Converse!
We pledge our love to thee.

We’ll hail the purple and the gold
With love and loyalty.

Alma Mater, dear to everyone,
We love you now, we’ll love you when,

Our college days are done.

*Benediction ............................................................... Anna Patterson ’24
President, Religious Life Council

*Recessional
"Jupiter" from The Planets ............................... Gustav Holst (1867-1937)

Converse Symphony Orchestra
Professor Scheider, conductor



Grand Marshal
Head Junior Marshals

Delegates from Colleges and Universities
The Class of 2023
Faculty Marshals

The Faculty
The Administration

Past Presidents of Converse
The Platform Party

The Board of Trustees
The Chair of the Board of Trustees

The President

e Order of the Procession f

e Commissioned Composition 
Honoring President Hopkins f  

Poet Rick Mulkey directs the Bachelor of Fine Arts program in Creative and 
Professional Writing at Converse University as well as the University's Master of 
Fine Arts program in Creative Writing. Professor Mulkey wrote The Gardener in 
January 2023, in celebration of Boone Hopkins' inauguration as Converse's 12th 
President. In February 2023, Professors of Music Dr. David Berry and Dr. Scott 
Robbins both used The Gardener as inspiration for their short piano pieces, titled 
Flowering Trumpets and Life Toward Light respectively. Today the poem will be 
read by Jenna Elser, Instructor of Theatre, and the two pieces will be performed by 
Dr. Steven Graff, Assistant Professor of Piano.



The Converse Mace
The Converse Mace represents the governing authority of the University and 
the link between the president and the faculty. It is borne by the Grand Marshal, 
who leads the academic procession. Designed by Greg Mueller, former Assistant 
Professor of Sculpture, the mace is crafted of bronze and purple heart wood, with 
12 spiral elements bearing the names of the academic departments. While not 
in procession, the mace rests on a stand adorned with the Converse seal and the 
Founder’s Ideal to “See Clearly, Decide Wisely, Act Justly.” The stand and spiral 
elements are made of reclaimed architectural millwork from Wilson Hall’s original 
construction.

Each year, a faculty member is chosen to serve as Grand Marshal by the President 
from nominees solicited from all faculty. This high honor is based on outstanding 
teaching, professional accomplishments, service to Converse, and seniority. 

The President’s Medallion
Adorning the academic regalia of the Converse president is a medallion and 
chain designed and handmade by Mary Helen Garrison Dalton ’46 in 2004. 
Boone Hopkins is the fourth president to wear the medallion, which incorporates 
cabochon amethyst and cabochon citrine with gold and silver links that bear the 
engraved name of each Converse president. Each presidential link within the chain 
symbolizes the strength of leadership that has sustained Converse throughout her 
history and will continue to propel her forward. 

e Symbols of Office f

e Academic Regalia f
Traditional academic regalia is highly symbolic. Each piece of the formal ensemble 
indicates the wearer’s academic achievements and rank. The style and cut of the 
gown indicate the wearer’s highest degree. Bachelors’ robes are cut with long, 
pointed sleeves, while masters’ robes feature oblong slit sleeves that fall below the 
knee. Doctors’ full-cut robes are distinguished by velvet front facings and full bell 
sleeves with velvet chevrons. Hoods are lined with the official color or colors of 
the college or university which granted the degree. The bordering color, as well as 
other gown trimmings and cap tassels, indicates the subject in which the degree 
was earned. For example, pink denotes music, gold denotes science, light blue 
denotes education, and purple denotes law.



Harvard University  1636

Yale University  1701

Princeton University  1746

Dartmouth College  1769

Hampden-Sydney College  1775

Georgetown University  1789

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 1789

University of South Carolina  1801

University of Virginia  1819

Indiana University Bloomington  1820

Columbia Theological Seminary  1828

University of Alabama  1831

Emory University  1836

Davidson College  1837

Duke University  1838

Samford University  1841

Mary Baldwin University  1842

Limestone University  1845

University of Florida  1853

Columbia College  1854

Wofford College  1854

Queens University of Charlotte  1857

University Of Georgia - School Of Law  1859

University of Kansas  1863

e Academic Institutions  Represented f



Syracuse University  1870

West Chester University of Pennsylvania  1871

Virginia Tech  1872

Vanderbilt University  1873

Brenau University  1878

Presbyterian College  1880

Winthrop University  1886

North Carolina State  1887

Agnes Scott College  1889

Clemson University  1889

North Greenville University  1892

Wingate University  1896

East Carolina University  1907

Spartanburg Methodist College  1911

Georgia State University  1913

Mount Mary University  1913

University of Miami  1925

Bob Jones University  1927

Jacksonville University  1934

Brandeis University  1948

University of South Carolina Upstate  1967

Flagler College  1968

Sherman College of Chiropractic  1973

Capella University  1993



e About Converse University f 
Board Officers
Sandra Shearouse Morelli ’78
Chair

Wallace Davison Prestwood ’89
Vice Chair

Sandra "Sandy" Hartnett ’75
Secretary

Trustees
B. Brant Bynum
Christopher L. Cannon
Randall K. Chambers
Rhonda T. Coker ’84
Paul J. Coté
Christopher Dorrance
Stinson Woodward Ferguson ’07
Katherine Colburn Fulmer ’96
Sandra “Sandy” Hartnett ’75
Padrica Hopkins ’85
Stephen Johnson
Karla Jones ’85
Lillian Montgomery Lilly
Fain McDaniel ’92
Amy Tibbals Morales ’86
Sandra Shearouse Morelli ’78
Wallace Davison Prestwood ’89
Linda Layman Redding ’88
Tina Rohner ’07
Emily Rushing ’73
David N. Smart
Allen Coleman Smith
Louis Smith
Elizabeth Finlay Vingi ’87

Ex-Officio Trustees
Olivia “Libby” Tilson ’79
President, Alumni Association

Palmer Ball ’84
Chair, Board of Visitors

Advisors to the 
Board of Trustees
Boone J. Hopkins
President

Angela Brobson ’23
President, Student Government Association

Margaret S. Moore
President, Faculty Senate 

Lexi Stoneburner, MIM ’21
Interim President, Staff Council 

Life Trustees
William Barnet, III
Julia Jones Daniels ’53
Kenneth B. Howard
Susan Phifer Johnson ’65
Lucy Simpson Kuhne ’66
Walter S. Montgomery, Jr.
Kurt Zimmerli

e The Board of Trustees 2022-2023 f



e About Converse University f 
Converse was founded in 1889 by citizens of Spartanburg, SC, who aimed to 
create an educational experience for women, and in fall 2020 it welcomed its first 
undergraduate co-educational incoming class. 

The University encompasses the School of Humanities, Sciences, and Business; 
the School of the Arts; the School of Education and Graduate Studies; and the 
Converse College for Women. The curriculum supports over 40 undergraduate 
majors and more than 36 graduate degrees, including Converse’s doctoral program.

Converse has 18 NCAA Division II teams including acrobatics & tumbling 
(emerging), field hockey, women’s golf, women’s lacrosse, softball, and women’s 
volleyball, as well as men’s and women’s programs for basketball, cross country, 
soccer, swimming, tennis, track & field. In addition, we offer coed programs in 
esports, spirit squad, and IHSA equestrian. We are the only NCAA Division II 
athletic program in the Upstate, actively competing in Conference Carolinas.

Converse students experience deep scholarship, transformative mentorship, 
experiential learning, and wonderful support for and belief in each other. Through 
this unique formula, Converse is a creator of opportunity for its students through 
a personalized education that also includes the professional and technical skills 
graduates need to be successful in their careers. 

Our Mission
Converse empowers students to become transformative leaders who see clearly, 
decide wisely, and act justly. 

Our Vision
Converse advances a culture of belonging and collaboration that ignites creativity, 
innovation, and transformation.



Randall Chambers
Trustee

Phyllis Perrin Harris ’82
Trustee

Ken Howard
Life Trustee

Karla Jones ’85
Trustee

Wallace Davison Prestwood ’89
Trustee

Linda Layman Redding ’88
Trustee

Mike Kennedy
Former Assistant Vice President
for Philanthropy

Randy Loggins
Deputy Director of Athletics

Karen Mims ’22
Admissions Coordinator and Assistant 
to the Converse College for Women

Margaret Moore
Faculty Senate President and Associate 
Professor of Physical Education

Madelyn Young
Anne Morrison Chapman
Distinguished Professor of International 
Study, Associate Professor of Economics

Sandra Shearouse Morelli ’78
Chair, Board of Trustees

Pamela Greenway
Senior Executive Assistant to the 
President and Assistant Secretary
to the Board of Trustees

e Presidential Search Committee f 



e Past Presidents of Converse f  

*We are honored to have these past presidents of Converse join us today
 and participate in the academic procession.

Reverend Benjamin F. Wilson   1890-1902

Dr. Robert Paine Pell    1902-1932
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*Dr. Sandra C. Thomas    1994-1998

*Nancy Oliver Gray    1999-2005

*Dr. Elizabeth A. Fleming   2005-2016

Krista L. Newkirk    2017-2021

Dr. Jeffrey H. Barker    2021-2021

e The Founder’s Ideal f
“It is my conviction that the well-being of any country depends much upon 
the culture of her women, and I have done what I could to found a college that 
would provide for women thorough and liberal education, so that for them the 
highest motives may become clear purposes and fixed habits of life; and I desire 
that the instruction and influence of Converse College be always such that the 
students may be enabled to see clearly, decide wisely, and to act justly; and that 
they may learn to love God and humanity, and be faithful to truth and duty, so 
that their influence may be characterized by purity and power.

“It is also my desire and hope that Converse College be always truly religious, 
but never denominational. I believe that religion is essential to all that is purest 
and best in life, here and hereafter. I wish the College to be really, but liberally 
and tolerantly, Christian; for I believe that the revelation of God in Christ is for 
salvation; and I commend and commit the College to the love and guidance of 
God, and to the care, sympathy, and fidelity of my fellowmen.”

—Dexter Edgar Converse
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