


 

We recognize that our students and their families make a significant investment and commitment 
to a Converse education. Our University Student Financial Services team is committed to helping 
you afford a personalized, private college education. You’ll save money by graduating in four years 
with the Converse Guarantee—compare that to much lower rates at public and some private 
schools. On top of that, federal and state need-based aid, as well as merit-based and talent-based 
scholarships, drive your bottom-line cost even lower. 
 
To obtain financial aid, submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), apply for 
scholarships, and contact the Student Financial Services team at 864-596-9019 or email 
financialaid@converse.edu to discuss financial aid and scholarship resources tailored to you.  
(See attached resource guide to assist students in finding additional resources) 
 

Our tuition is lower than the average cost of other Upstate South Carolina institutions and 
compares favorably with both private and premier public universities. 
 

The US Department of Education has released the 2023-2024 Pell grant charts, with the maximum 
Pell grant for zero EFC students set at $7,395. This represents a $500 increase over last year  and 
will benefit students who are Pell grant recipients. The new Pell grant award will be reflected once 
PowerFAIDS issues a new release that includes the new Pell charts. 

It is general operating practice for higher educational institutions to raise tuition modestly year over 
year.  For the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 academic years, Converse froze tuition rates to recognize 
financial challenges Converse students and their families faced during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
With inflation seeing its highest rates in 40 years (9.1% for the year ending June 2022), Converse is 
unable to avoid changes, though we have kept the increase lower than the rate of inflation. 
 

Converse is working diligently to control rising costs and grow new student enrollment for the 
coming year. To keep tuition affordable, Converse continues to carefully evaluate operating budget 
expenditures and identify new opportunities that bring additional revenue and resources to our 
campus and programs, focusing on initiatives that support our students and strategic priorities 
across the University. Please know that being good stewards of students’ tuition dollars is a 
responsibility we take with the utmost importance and care. 
  



 

 
 

 To ensure you receive the maximum of financial aid possible, be sure to complete a Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) each year. The FAFSA opens annually on 
October 1st.  

 Complete the FAFSA early to begin planning for next year!  
 SC Residents: To qualify for the SC Tuition Grant, you must submit your FAFSA annually by 

June 30th. You could miss out on grant funds if you don’t file in a timely manner. 
 

 To renew your state scholarship each year, you must maintain a minimum 3.0 GPA and earn 
at least 30 credits. 

 If you need to make up credits or raise your GPA, take Summer classes. Eligibility is based on 
Fall, Spring, and Summer hours earned. 

 

 Submit as many third-party scholarship applications as possible. When searching for 
scholarships, be specific. Search scholarships specific to your major, your hometown/state, 
your race/ethnicity/gender, etc. You have a higher chance of selection when applying for 
scholarships tailored to your strengths. 

 Consider scholarships from various sources. Use online scholarship search engines, approach 
local businesses or organizations, check with your employer for tuition reimbursement or 
scholarship options.  

 To find scholarship options online, use the reputable search engines listed below: 
o www.scholarships.com 
o www.bold.org 
o www.salliemae.com/college-planning/college-scholarships/ 
o www.fastweb.com  
o www.chegg.com/scholarships 
o www.scholarshipamerica.org 
o www.careeronestop.org/scholarships 

 Many foundations offer scholarship opportunities, including: 
o Watson-Brown Foundation, www.watson-brown.org/scholarship/ 
o Spartanburg County Foundation, www.spcf.org/grants-and-scholarships/ 
o Hispanic Scholarship Fund, www.hsf.net 
o United Negro College Fund, www.uncf.org/scholarships  

 




