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A Festival of Lessons and Carols

Welcome to the Festival of Lessons and Carols at Converse
University. The season of Advent is a time when we, like Mary,
nurture the life that grows within us so that we can shine that light
in a land of deep darkness.

As we look around us, we can often feel overwhelmed by the
brokenness we see. The world is covered in what looks and feels,
many days, like darkness. May we remember, however, that “the
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
(John 1:5) It is my prayer that this service might be a time of restful
reflection for you. In a world that can be bleak, may the Christmas
story remind us of the persistence and stubborn resilience of hope.

For peace, joy, light and love we rejoice!

Reverend Eliza Smith
Converse Chaplain

Please note the location of all exits in case of an emergency.
In the unlikely event of power failure, a generator will begin
within ten seconds to provide lighting.



Prelude

Ding Dong Merrily On High

arr. Leif Strand

Converse Wind Ensemble

A Christmas Suite

I. Noel Fanfare
II. An English Carol
Dr. Brennan Szafron, organist

Christmas Time Is Here

Charles Callahan

Vince Guarald

Aidan O’Donnell, piano

A Christmas Suite

IIL. Carol Lullaby
IV. A Christmas Rondel

Dr. Szafron, organist

Sleigh Ride

Charles Callahan

Leroy Anderson

Converse Wind Ensemble

Prelude on Irby

David Willcocks

Dr. Szafron, organist



Order of Service

*Processional Carol: Once in Royal David’s City arr. David Willcocks
Dr. Brennan Szafron, organist
Mary Ashton Garrett *24, soloist

(Solo)  Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for a bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

(Choirs) He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all.
And his shelter was a stable
And his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

(Organ Interlude)

(All)  And our eyes at last shall see him,
Through his own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above;
And he leads his children on
To the place where he is gone.

(All)  Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned,
All in white shall wait around.

The Bidding Prayer Reverend Eliza Smith
Converse Chaplain

The Lord’s Prayer

Carol: Ding Dong! Merrily On High 16th-century French melody/
arr. David Willeocks

The Spartanburg Master Chorale

The First Lesson Genesis 3: 8-15
Read by Anna Caroline McGuinn 23

* Those who are able are asked to stand.



Carol: Jesus Christ the Apple Tree Elizabeth Poston
Converse Chorale & The Spartanburg Master Chorale

The Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18
Read by Katherine Benton 26

Carol: Sussex Mummers’ Carol Percy Grainger
Converse Wind Ensemble

The Third Lesson Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7
Read by Donald Medley "25

Carol: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear.......... Arthur Sullivan/arr. David Willcocks
The Spartanburg Master Chorale

The Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11: 1-9
Read by Luci Martinez-Olivares "23

Carol: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Michael Praetorius

(ALl O come, O come, Emmanuel, redeem, thy captive Israel,
That into exile drear is gone far from the face of God’s dear Son.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

(Men) O come, thou Branch of Jesse, draw the quarry from the lion’s claw;
From the dread caverns of the grave, from nether hall, thy people save,
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

(Women) O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright, pour on our souls thy healing light;
Dispel the long night’s ling’ring gloom, and pierce the shadows of the tomb.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

(ALl O come, O come Adonai, who in thy glorious majesty
From that high mountain clothed with awe gavest thy folk the elder law.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

The Fifth Lesson Saint Luke 1: 26-38
Read by Anna Patterson 24

Carol: Gabriel to Mary Came 14th-century Irish carol/arr. David Willcocks
Converse Chorale

The Sixth Lesson Saint Luke 2: 1-7
Read by David Windmiller ’23

Hymn: “Round Me Falls the Night” Gustav Holst/arr. Robert W. Smith
from Symphony for Band, Movement IT
Converse Wind Ensemble

The Seventh Lesson Saint Luke 2: 8-20
Read by Gavin McFadden ’25




Carol: Nativity Carol

The Eighth Lesson

Carol: In the Bleak Mid-Winter

*The Ninth Lesson

*Carol: O Come, All Ye Faithful

(Al

(Al

(Al

*Benediction

*Recessional Carol: We Wish You a Merry Christmas

Postlude: Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella

John Rutter

The Spartanburg Master Chorale

Read by Rachel Black 23

Saint Matthew 2: 1-12

Harold Darke

Converse Chorale & The Spartanburg Master Chorale

Read by Victoria Conner 24

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him, born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest:

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus to thee be glory giv'n;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Saint John 1: 1-14

Arr. John McAllister

Reverend Smith

arr. John McAllister

The Spartanburg Master Chorale & Converse Wind Ensemble

Keith Chapman

Dr. Szafron, organist

H+

i+

*Those who are able are asked to stand.



Converse University Chaplain

Participants

Reverend Eliza Smith

Organist Dr. Brennan Szafron
Technical Director Mayes Hopkins
Director of Events Debbi Thompson
Converse Chorale

Dr. Keith Jones, conductor

Anne Graff, accompanist

Soprano I Alto

Lauren Bell Fay Bullard

Alyssa Cox Maddi Prince

Katy Garner Tanner Prince

Mary Garrett Brianna Tucker

Sarye Glenn

Michaela Lineberry

Jillian Tippie

Kennedy Vaughn

The Spartanburg Master Chorale

Dr. Keith Jones, conductor

Julie Smith, accompanist

Soprano Alto Bass

Sarah Ascher Susan Baker Chipley Bennett

Sarah Burger Caroline Cooley Andy Eaton

Susan Carroll Priya Jacobsen Charlie Faris

Anne Denbow Carol Loar Al Jeter

Sarah Donnan Judy Marshall Hongru Liu

Casey Eaton Kari Mason Jonah Losh

Katy Garner Jane Patterson Ron Marshall

Tracie Powell-Wilkin
Madeline Owens
Carol Shultis
Adriana Stamile
Anabella Walker

Sabrina Roche
Mark Shelton
Rachel Suggs
Jo Woodyard

Tenor

Simon Mishler
Gary Shultis
Tony Stamile
Phil Vernesoni
Jacob Wade

Lonnie Myers
Jim Patterson
Roland Smith
Ed Warren
Robert Weed

Participants shown are accurate as of the time of publication and

are subject to changes up to the day of the event.



Converse Wind Ensemble
Dr. Arthur Haecker, conductor

Piccolo
Jaimee Inglett

Flute

Amber Cox
Claire Cathey
Clara Stein
Emily Clark
Ashley Masliuk
Emma Draney

Oboe
Sydney Stevens
Helen Scott

Clarinet

Cassandra Shaddock
Luxin Liu

Ryan Reynolds
Abby Cox

Victoria Connor
Michaella Willis

Bass Clarinet
Taylor Sexton

Alto Saxophone
Dale Watson

Baileigh Walter

Tenor Saxophone
Mathew Hudson

Baritone Saxophone
John Henry Tennant

Trumpet
Ethan Watkins

Miles Hampton
Aiden Garrett
Haley Jackson

French Horn
Lauren Sellars
Abigail Matula
Julie Camp

Trombone
Santino Xavier
Andrew Greer
John McAllister

Euphonium
Mike Miller

EJ Holland

Tuba

Gryphon Blackwell
John Thomas Grant
John Holloway

Percussion
Madison Prince
Sean Giovannetti
LePatrick Browning
Andrew Addis

Sean Fanchette
Jacob Pearson
Joanne Ma

Participants shown are accurate as of the time of publication and

are subject to changes up to the day of the event.

Special thanks to the many friends of Converse University
for making this evening possible, especially

Palmer Davison ’84 and Michael Ball
Brant and Judy Bynum
Nancy Bain ’79 and Paul Coté
The Honorable Stinson Woodward Ferguson 07
Nealie Littlejohn Floyd ’o5
Katherine Colburn ’96 and Jamie Fulmer
Mary Lib Spillers Hamilton ’57
Sandy Russell Hartnett 75
Melissa Daves ’69 and Steve Johnson
Samantha Nicholson ’12 and Clint Larkins
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Littlejohn, Jr.
Sandra Speare Parker ’62
Dr. Kay E. Woodward



Luminaries

You are the light of the world. Matthew 5:14

Each year the Converse and Spartanburg communities are invited to purchase a luminary in memory
or honor of aloved one. The proceeds raised through the sale of the luminaries will go to the Converse

Student Benevolence Fund.

In Honor

Hailie Amrhein
Amanda Thomas

Barbara Austin
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Jessica Backman 16
Tori McLean Good 22

Dianne Bagnal
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bailey
Stacy Reid Monroe "95

Jan Barker
Dr. Madelyn Young

William Barrick
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Lauren Beatty
Grammy and Grandaddy

Jenn Bell
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Andrew Blanchard
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Kathryn Boucher
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Pam Bradley
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Ross Brendle
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Earl and Linda Bridges
Kim Carter

Kin Britton
Debbi Thompson

Vivianne Carey
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Dr. Mary Elizabeth Carlisle "03
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Dr. Will Case
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Jayne Case
Dr. William Sterling Case

Paula Cash
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Kathleen McKinney Clark 89
Wallace Davison Prestwood 89

Jahnnie Conner
Anna Robinson French '16

Accelerator Of Service
Claire Gregg

Class Of 1997 - Red Devils
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent ’g7

Converse Class Of 1982
Nancy Smith Gage '82

Converse University Alumni
Association Board

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

The Converse University
Board of Trustees

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent 97

Converse University

Board of Visitors

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

The Converse University
Student Government
Association

Dean Rhonda Mingo

Zach Corbitt
Kristin Lacey

Selena Crews
Kristin Lacey

Dianne Crocker
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Kyle Crowder
Kristin Lacey

Dedicated Faculty Of
Converse University
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent ’g7
Dr. Madelyn Young

Dedicated Staff Of
Converse University
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent g7

Dr. Kevin "Best Mentor" Delapp
Sam Scott 21

Division Of Student Development
and Success

Dr. William Sterling Case

Dean Rhonda Mingo

Holly Duncan
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Jeanette "Jenny" Ruth Dunn ’99
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Dr. Joe P. Dunn
Tabitha Merrithew

Andrea Ezell Elliott
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Lesther Escobar
Kristin Lacey

Jill Feist
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Kathy Flaherty
Dianne Crocker
Kristin Lacey

Nealie Littlejohn Floyd 05
William B. Littlejohn Jr.

Adam Flynn
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Emily Catherine Green Flynn
Adam Flynn

Dana Fowler
Kristin Lacey

Jerry Fowler
Kristin Lacey

Anna Robinson French 16
Lisa M. Marchi

Nancy Smith Gage 82
Kristin Lacey



In Honor

Elijah (E.J.) George
Kristin Lacey
Debbi Thompson

Carol Gibbs
Kristin Lacey

Dr. Nikeshia Jackson Gilliam ’05
Deb Peluso ’15

Daphnie Glenn
Tori McLean Good "22

Meirav Goldhour
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Jerome Gomez
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Cathy Gowan
Tori McLean Good "22

Jamie Grant
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Claryn Ivy Greenway
Pamela Greenway

Pamela Greenway

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Debbi Thompson

Claire Gregg
Kristin Lacey

Dr. Edward Griffin
Tabitha Merrithew

Marissa Haben
Kristin Lacey

Mary Lib Spillers Hamilton 57
Elizabeth Taylor *73 and
Dr. John Horres

Sabrina Hartness
Tori McLean Good "22

Caroline Hedbloom
Anna Robinson French '16
Lisa M. Marchi

Susan Hergenrather
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

President Boone Hopkins and
Dean Chandra Hopkins

Sally Pennell 79 and

Randall Chambers

Kimberly Varnadoe Kent 'g7
Dr. Joe and Mrs. Anna Wilferth

Mayes Hopkins
Kristin Lacey
Debbi Thompson

Marc Howard
Kristin Lacey

Dr. Jerry Howe
Ann Schumpert Foster 83

Elizabeth McKee Huber ’89
Wallace Davison Prestwood 89

Emily Littlejohn Israel '60
William B. Littlejohn Jr.

Susan Jackson
Kristin Lacey

Katelyn Johnson
Lisa M. Marchi

Larry Jones
Kristin Lacey

Jones Rushing Scholars

Emily Jones 73 and Hugh Rushing

Russell Joye
Kristin Lacey

JW. Kellam, EdD
Dianne Crocker

Amelia and Henry Kent
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent g7

Kristin Lacey

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Debbi Thompson

Sher-Ron Laud
Tori McLean Good 22

Ashley Lazevnick
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Dr. James Edward Lies, III
Cyndy Cox 97 and Lewis Epting
Susan Littlejohn Lowe 71
William B. Littlejohn Jr.

Kelly Harrison Maguire
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Joshua Mahaffey
Kristin Lacey

Lisa M. Marchi
Anna Robinson French '16

Bobby Mason
Kristin Lacey

Michael Massengale
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Grandpa Mayer
Kenzie Schmucker

Shea Hanner Mayfield ‘89
Wallace Davison Prestwood ’89

Ken McAbee
Kristin Lacey

Cori McClure
Kristin Lacey

Dr. Lienne Medford

Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Deb Peluso ’15

Eowyn Nicole Melaragno '09
Lisa M. Marchi

Tabitha Merrithew
Heather Merrithew

Glenn Miller
Kristin Lacey

Sonya Mode
Kristin Lacey

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Monroe, Jr.

Stacy Reid Monroe '95

Converse University,

Board of Trustees Chair,
Sandra Morrelli 78

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent g7

Caroline Watts Morris ’64
Emily Cox 00
Nancy Grover

Multiplying Leadership
Claire Gregg

Rebeccah Noll
Kristin Lacey

Claire Owings
Kristin Lacey

Frazer Pajak
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Mike Pasquarella
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Mike Poole
Kristin Lacey



In Honor

Donna Rawls
Kristin Lacey

Danny Robinson
Kristin Lacey

Helen Williams Robinson ’78
Anna Robinson French ’16

Luke Robinson
Anna Robinson French '16

Bill Robinson
Anna Robinson French '16

Susan Kirby Roe 77
Libby Cuttino Tilson "79

Lannie Rudicill
Kristin Lacey

Mary Felton Shaffran 89
Wallace Davison Prestwood ’89

Cody Sigmon
Kristin Lacey

Rev. Eliza Smith
Tori McLean Good "22
Sarah Smith '86

In Memory

Terri Horton Smith
Ann Schumpert Foster ’83

Nancy Barron Smith ’57
Nancy Smith Gage '82

Gladden Smoke
Kristin Lacey

Leo Snowe
Kristin Lacey

The Greenville Society
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent 97

Ann Stoddard
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Danielle Stone

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Emily Jones ’73 and

Hugh Rushing

Tori McLean Good '22

Dr. Sheri Strickland
Tabitha Merrithew

Ed Struble
Kristin Lacey

Jena Thomas
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Joyce Thomason
Kristin Lacey
Debbi Thompson

Debbi Thompson
Kristin Lacey

Dr. Chris Vaneman
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Nick Vourlas
Dr. William Sterling Case

Ella B. Webster "20
Bonnie Bailey Webster '94

Chris Wentz
Kristin Lacey

Dr. Joe Wilferth
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Judy Wilferth
Dr. Joe and Mrs. Anna Wilferth

Laura Zeisler
Dr. Susanne Floyd Gunter

Dr. Jeffrey H. Barker
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Dr. Madelyn Young

Daisy Singleton Barron 04
Nancy Smith Gage 82

Nancy Harrison Barron’32
Nancy Smith Gage 82

Ronald Blanton
Tabitha Merrithew

Susan Blanton
Tabitha Merrithew

Mary Brown

President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Dr. Madelyn Young

Eliza Macaulay Carney ’59
Nancy Smith Gage '82

Sterling Case
Dr. William Sterling Case

Aurelia and Weldon Cash
Chris and Paula Cash

Dicksie Johnston Cribb 75
Ann Schumpert Foster ’83

Dicksie Brown Cribb ’46
Ann Schumpert Foster ’83

Molly Leatherwood Cuttino ’49
Libby Cuttino Tilson "79

Levy Dalton
Rebecca Surrett Dalton ’00

Jack Dalton
Rebecca Surrett Dalton ’00

Frank Daniels, Jr.
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Norman Destaffino
Rebecca Surrett Dalton ’00

Patrick Feist
Jill M. Feist

Wolfgang Gruner
Deborah Woodring Gruner 74

Edna G. Guthrie
Jennifer Guthrie Winschel 79

Catherine E. Guthrie-Walker
Jennifer Guthrie Winschel 79

Oscar Harbin
Dr. Emily Harbin "99

Roy Hartness
Sabrina J. Hartness

Dr. Grace Bailey Heck 76
Gina Monteleone Miller’87

David Marco Ibanez
Lisa M. Marchi

Jordan "Nadroj" Johnson
Sam Scott 21

Mark B. Kent
Kimberly Varnadoe Kent ’g7

Dr. Sharon Lambert
Ann Schumpert Foster ’83
Dr. Madelyn Young

Daisy Barron Leland ’58
Nancy Smith Gage 82



In Memory

Dean Joe Ann Lever

Dr. Melissa A. Walker
Bonnie Bailey Webster '94
Dr. Madelyn Young

Greg Lindal
Dr. Madelyn Young

Marty Lovett
Dr. Madelyn Young

Dr. George Lucktenberg
Nancy Nix Jones 77

Ernest R. Marchi
Lisa M. Marchi

Leontine A. Marchi
Lisa M. Marchi

Jackie McMahan
Angel Raimondo and Family

Claire S. Mendoza
Lisa M. Marchi

Carolyn and Vernon Metz
Chris and Paula Cash

Charlie Morgan
Dr. Madelyn Young

Rebecca Ramsaur Pennell ’53
Sally Pennell 79 and
Randall Chambers

Carolyn Duer Pennell 50
Sally Pennell 79 and
Randall Chambers

Britt Ping
Dr. Madelyn Young

Leone Roper Proffer
Dr. Joe and Mrs. Anna Wilferth

Philip Raimondo, Sr.
Angel Raimondo and Family

Nancy Jane Ray
Kim Carter

Oliver Ray “Lucky”
Sabrina J. Hartness

Josephine Reid
Stacy Reid Monroe '95

Dr. Frederick Ritsch
Nancy Nix Jones 77

Anne Argo Sanders 59
Gina Monteleone Miller 87

Harry Gordon Satterwhite
Stacy Reid Monroe '95

Frances Sanders Schumpert
Ann Schumpert Foster ’83

James M. Sparks, Sr.
Grand Mother To A Student

Daisy Foster Surratt
William B. Littlejohn Jr.

Edward Suttle
Jill M. Feist

David M. Tate
Rebecca Surrett Dalton ’00

James A. Thomas
Dr. Karen Waters "84 and
David Thomas

Marecia Diane Tyler
Tamathy Tyler Mason

Albert Lee Tyler
Tamathy Tyler Mason

C. Duane Warne
Kristina J. Pisano 22

John C. Waters
Dr. Karen Waters '84 and
David Thomas

Susan Dukes Webber ’70
Gina Monteleone Miller 87

John R. Wilferth
Dr. Joe and Mrs. Anna Wilferth

LV.D. Wilferth
Dr. Joe and Mrs. Anna Wilferth

Dr. Jeffrey R. Willis
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins

Dr. Melissa A. Walker

Dr. Madelyn Young

Kurt Zimmerli
President Boone Hopkins and
Dr. Chandra Hopkins



