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Converse President Krista Newkirk Appointed to NAICU Board of Directors 
  

SPARTANBURG, S.C. (February 23, 2021) -- Converse College President Krista Newkirk has 

been appointed to the Board of Directors of the National Association of Independent Colleges 

and Universities (NAICU). Newkirk is elected to a three-year term ending in June 2024 and is 

appointed as the Region IV representative (Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 

Virginia) alongside eight individuals representing the Association’s eight national regions. 

 

NAICU serves as the national voice of independent higher education and reflects the diversity of 

private, nonprofit higher education in the United States. Member institutions include major 

research universities, church-related colleges, historically black colleges, art and design colleges, 

traditional liberal arts and science institutions, women’s colleges, two-year colleges, and schools 

of law, medicine, engineering, business, and other professions. 

 

“I am honored to serve on the NAICU Board of Directors and represent the southeast regional 

states,” said Converse President Krista Newkirk. “Their advocacy focus of securing COVID 

financial relief and increasing federal student aid - among many issues - has far-reaching 

implications for our institutions and our students.  I look forward to working with the NAICU 

team and member presidents to achieve our goals.” 

 

Newkirk joins the NAICU Board of Directors along with a new board chair, four new board 

officers, and fourteen new board members who will take office on July 1, 2021. NAICU board 

members set the Association’s agenda on federal higher education policy, actively encourage 

support for the Association’s priorities and initiatives, and oversee the organization’s financial 

administration.  

 

About NAICU 

NAICU serves as the unified national voice of independent higher education and reflects the 

diversity of private, nonprofit higher education in the U.S. NAICU member institutions include 

major research universities, faith-based colleges, historically black colleges and universities, 

minority-serving institutions, art and design colleges, traditional liberal arts and science 

institutions, women’s colleges, two-year colleges, and schools of law, medicine, engineering, 

business, and other professions. With more than 5 million students attending 1,700 independent 

colleges and universities in all 50 states, and more than 1 million employees, the private sector of 

American higher education has a dramatic impact on our nation’s larger public interests. 

  

About Converse College 
Converse empowers students to become transformative leaders who see clearly, decide wisely, 

and act justly. Converse was founded in 1889 by citizens of Spartanburg, South Carolina, to  

-more- 



 

 

create an educational experience for women.  In the fall of 2020 it welcomed its first  

undergraduate co-educational incoming class. Converse students experience deep scholarship, 

transformative mentorship, experiential learning, and a wonderful support for and belief in each 

other. Through this unique formula, Converse is a creator of opportunity for its students through 

a personalized education that also includes the professional and technical skills graduates need to 

be successful in their careers. Effective July 1, 2021, Converse will acknowledge its long-held 

university status under the name Converse University. 
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