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Converse Partners with Music Myway to Produce World’s First Fully Interactive 3D Venue Experience 

Students will be beta-testers for the new Virtual Venue technology during fall 2020 
  

SPARTANBURG, S.C. (September 16, 2020) – In collaboration with Converse College’s renowned Petrie 

School of Music and its Music Business and Technology program, Oregon-based startup Music Myway Inc. 

is releasing “Virtual Venue,” a plug-and-play hardware and software application that brings together the three 

most critical parts of a concert experience: artist, venue and fan. Converse will be the first educational 

institution in the nation to work with the new technology, which currently has three patents pending. 

 

“In the age of COVID-19, the live concert experience has all but vanished, and it’s much-missed by artists, 

venues, and fans,” said Music Myway President and CEO Vincent Gilbert. “Through Virtual Venue, we are 

bringing real-world, real-time shows back to life to create a shift that will revolutionize and affect the music 

industry long after the COVID-19 crisis has passed.” 

 

Virtual Venue harnesses the cloud and 3D technology to create what Gilbert calls an “alternate means of 

watching live entertainment.” Live-streamed artists appear in a virtually recreated venue along with all the 

sound, lights, and crowd interaction typically experienced at an in-person event.  The audience attends the 

show as avatars, in an immersive experience that allows them to feel like they are actually there, rather than 

viewing a concert online.  

 

Converse students will be beta-testers for the new technology during fall 2020 and will work with the 

developers to provide feedback on the prototype for further refinement of the product. Before the Virtual 

Venue system’s final deployment, Converse students will produce the world’s first fully interactive 3D venue 

hybrid online event using the technology, and will also have the opportunity to gain additional hands-on 

experience through a year-long series of concerts through 2021 for the purposes of ongoing testing and 

product refinement. 

 

“Converse empowers our students to become innovative, adaptable leaders, and we push beyond traditional 

boundaries to provide them with unique educational experiences,” said Converse President Krista L. 

Newkirk. “The partnership with Music Myway immerses our Music Business and Technology students with 

an opportunity to be involved on the ground level of profoundly disruptive technology and what we see as the 

future of live entertainment.” 

 

For more information about Music Business and Technology at Converse, visit 

https://www.converse.edu/program/music-business-technology-certificate/ 

 

For more information about Music Myway and Virtual Venue, visit http://musicmywayinc.com/ 
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About Music Myway:  

Music Myway Inc. comprises entrepreneurs and business veterans with decades of combined experience in 

technology development and the music industry. Because we are musicians, we see tech a little differently. 

The company’s slogan, “Technology for musicians ... by musicians,” is at the core of what we do. Our 

principals’ track records of success include gold records and worldwide patents, as well as taking consumer-

electronic products from concept to market. 

 

About Converse College:  

Converse was founded in 1889 by citizens of Spartanburg, SC, who aimed to create an educational 

experience that enables women “to see clearly, decide wisely, and act justly.” Effective July 1, 2021, it will 

acknowledge its university status under the name Converse University, and in fall 2020, it welcomed its first 

undergraduate co-educational incoming class. Converse is a creator of opportunity for all academically-

qualified students through a personalized education that is combined with the professional and technical 

skills graduates need to be successful in their careers. Converse pushes beyond traditional boundaries to 

make a quality educational experience available to every qualified student who seeks it – both at the 

undergraduate and post-graduate levels. Converse College’s mission is to help students develop their 

unique voice, a sense of value, and a vision for the future. 
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