
Rhetorical Analysis of South Carolina State Constitution  
(With a View to the Concerns of the Back Country) 

 
Prepared by:  Sherri Hoye 
Intended Grade:  11 
Subject Areas:  American Literature, AP Language and Composition 
 
State Standards (California):                                                                                               
2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials) 

Structural Features of Informational Materials 
2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of different types of public 
documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, platforms) and the way in which 
authors use those features and devices.  

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of 
organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of the main ideas, syntax, and word 
choice in the text. 
2.3 Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by using a variety 
of consumer, workplace, and public documents. 
2.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's arguments by using 
elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations. 
2.5 Analyze an author's implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about 
a subject.  

Expository Critique 
2.6 Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public 
documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which 
the arguments anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to 
reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion).  

Objective:  Students will discern the use of rhetorical strategies (audience, tone and 
purpose) in South Carolina’s state Constitution (1776) with a view to the Back Country 
people. 

Timeline:  Three Days 

Day One:  Provide printouts of the South Carolina’s state Constitution from 1776.  Ask 
students to find elements of rhetorical consideration (audience, tone and purpose).  
Audience elements should be marked in red, tone in green, purpose in blue. 

Day Two:  Students should present findings through an informal presentation to the class. 
Include a further discussion on day three regarding diction (word choice) and how that 
flows into both author’s goals in audience, tone and purpose. 



Day Three:  Students discuss word choice in the author’s considerations of audience, tone 
and purpose with a view to how this document would have been received by people 
living in South Carolina’s back country. 

Materials:  Colored Pencils, Primary Source Documents (see links below) 

Evaluation/Assessment:  Homework check of highlighted diction in primary source 
documents, Reading Comprehension Quizzes for primary source documents, Class 
presentation of audience-oriented language contained in primary source documents. 

Resources (Primary Source Documents): 

South Carolina State Constitution 1776   

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/sc01.htm 

 

 

                                                                                                            

 

 

 
 


