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Introduction: Art depicting historical events often has a purpose that goes far beyond 

visual representation of the event. To hypothesize what the motives of William Ranney 

might have been, as he depicted the Revolutionary War era event Marion Crossing the 

Pedee, requires an examination of events at the time he was producing the work in order 

to speculate as to their effect on his effort. 

 

Objective:  

• Examine events occurring in 1849-1850 which caused significant change in 

America. 

• Compare two pieces of art and determine the clear differences. Analyze how 

the differences might reflect the above events. 

• Hypothesize Ranney’s position regarding these events based on the changes 

he made in his depiction of Marion Crossing the Peedee. 

 

Opening: Show the two art works (1849- www.greenvillemuseum.org)  

      (1850- www.cartermuseum.org) 

     Allow students the opportunity to study both. 

 

Step 1: Direct students to identify and list differences. ( this is best done as a partner/pair 

activity) 

 

Step 2: Have students brainstorm what the big issues facing the country are, in some way, 

reflected in the differences. 

 

Step 3: Identify the historical events occurring in the 1849-1850 time period:  

  Eg. *Compromise of 1850 

   Fugitive Slave Law 

   Admission of California 

   Establishment of Utah and New Mexico as territories 

        *Death of Zachary Taylor and ascension of Millard Fillmore 

        * Dred Scott suit 

        *escape of Harriet Tubman 

 

Step 4: Hypothesize how Ranney may be reflecting concerns of the effects of these 

events in his 1850 work. 

 

Assessment: Have students describe how the events of 1849-50 would have effected the 

North and South differently. Determine the positive and negative effects on each section 

at the time and suggest how they contributed to the growing sectional crisis. 

http://www.greenvillemuseum.org/
http://www.cartermuseum.org/

