
NEH Workshop Lesson Plans –  

Integrating Battle Details into the lesson plan 

 

Introduction: 

  

For most teachers, memorizing the details of each Revolutionary era battle does 

not really fit into the curriculum.  It is irrational to try and make a high school student 

learn the details of every battle of the war.  Yet, it is very important for teachers to 

instruct students in the nature of Revolutionary warfare.  Understanding the different 

roles of citizens in warfare and the tribulations of the solider helps students in a variety of 

other areas.  If a student has a good grasp of what a revolutionary citizen went through 

during the war, it allows them to empathize with some of the early movements of the 

republic such as the 1780s rebellions, democratization, and Jacksonian populism.  Thus, a 

good lesson plan will allow the student to research great depth in one battle to attain a 

sense of the conditions of fighting, but not require that a student know the specific 

intricacies of each Revolutionary battle. 

 

 Therefore, this lesson plan allows students to create in-depth research of 

numerous battles in the Revolutionary War, using some of the resources from the 

Partisans and Redcoats workshop.  The students can combine their research into a digital 

compendium for other students to consult if they desire to know more about other battles, 

but at the same time will not require each student to become specialists on all the battles.  

This will be done by creating a series of fake “pension requests” by either former 

revolutionary soldiers or possibly women.  In 1818, the U.S. Congress voted pensions to 

destitute revolutionary soldiers and 1832 pensions were extended to all soldiers who had 

served more than 6 months, regardless of financial situation.  These soldiers only had to 

demonstrate their service through a letter which detailed their service in the war with 

information that could only have been gained through service in the battle.  As students 

re-create these pension requests, they can use the format to create detailed accounts of the 

battle. 

 

Objectives: 

1. Students will gain an in-depth understanding of 18
th

 century military tactics and 

conditions, including (but not limited to) 

a. What was it like for a solider?  What hardships did they experience? 

b. Why was war fought in the linear, close manner of the time? 

c. What was the relationship between superior officers and their regular 

soldiers? 

d. How did militia differ from regular troops?  Were regular troops as 

superior as some historical figures suggest or is that conception 

exaggerated? 

2. Students will use a shared network to combine their pension requests into a 

comprehensive review of the different battles of the Revolutionary War. 

3. Students will debate and relate how these pension requests signify a growing 

desire of Americans, especially from the lower echelons of society, to gain a 

larger role in American government and politics through democratization. 



 

Preparation: 

 I.  What should students have read? 

1. Chapter one of Lawrence E. Babits, A Devil of a Whipping: The Battle 

of Cowpens.  This will provide the student with the vocabulary and 

foundation to understand weaponry, soldier commands, and fighting 

styles. 

2. Chapter three, pages 86-96 of Cynthia Kierner, Beyond the Household: 

Women’s Place in the Early South.  This resource provides 

background information of the varying roles of women during the 

revolutionary war, especially their different contributions to battles.  

Should a student choose to write as a woman on behalf of her husband, 

this would give the student background on some possible relevant 

information to include regarding the wife’s conduct as well. 

II.  Materials 

1. If attainable, a piece of weathered paper or parchment for accuracy.  

Students like the tactile nature of some of the recreations.  This can 

easily be reproduced by purchasing find bond paper and having the 

student run it over their desk or simply rolling the paper. 

2. Students will need access to computers to also type or scan this 

material for the compendium. 

3. Students will need access to resource material regarding Revolutionary 

war battles for the details.  This can be determined in a school by 

school basis, with the most readily available material to be found on 

the web, on a battle by battle basis.  One notable resource to help 

students can be found at: 

i. http://www.dean.usma.edu/departments/history/web03/atlases/Atla

sesTableOfContents.html 

1. This is the USMA website of historical battle maps.  There 

is a vast number of maps which demonstrate the movement 

of troops in the Revolutionary War. 

 

Steps / Procedures: (2 to 3 days) 

1.  Have students select from a list of possible battles of the Revolutionary War.  This 

list should be created by the instructor and given to the students as well as the 

assignment sheet (see appendix). 

2. Explain the assignment to the students from the assignment sheet.  Make sure all 

directions are clear. 

3. Either have the students meet in a computer lab or assign this as homework. 

4. Direct the students to research her or his battle and become familiar with the details.  

This should take one class period or one evening of homework. 

5. The next day, direct students to begin their pension requests.  Walk from student to 

student to make sure that they understand the battle and the vocabulary about how it 

was fought. 

6. Upon completing the pension requests, the students can either then type the request 

(not preferred) or simply scan the request to be added to a network.  Upon receiving 

http://www.dean.usma.edu/departments/history/web03/atlases/AtlasesTableOfContents.html
http://www.dean.usma.edu/departments/history/web03/atlases/AtlasesTableOfContents.html


all of these pension requests, the instructor will combine all the images and 

documents together into one simple file for students to access through the network or 

the web. 

 

 

 

Accompanying Documents / Appendix: 

• Assignment sheet for students. 

 

 



Assignment : Revolutionary War Battles! 
 

Be proud!  You are a former revolutionary soldier, or the wife of a soldier.  You 
fought bravely and the U.S. Congress has finally decided to offer you a pension.  
(Soldiers who were poor were given a pension in 1818 and all soldiers were 
offered a pension 1832)  A pension is a continued payment of your salary after 
you have retired from your job.  This meant that soldiers would start to receive 
some or all of the pay they had been given during their service as a soldier. 
 
Oh no!  There’s a catch.  Records were not great in the 1780s and the Congress 
must make sure that no one commits fraud and receives money for not really 
fighting in the war.  Therefore you have to write a “pension request” which will 
prove you were at a battle in the Revolutionary War. 
 
Assignment: 
  Your job is to write a pension request as if you were either a 
Revolutionary War solider or the wife of a deceased soldier.  (Wives could 
receive their husband’s pension after his death)  To prove you really fought, you 
are going to have to create great details that only soldiers would have known.  
This assignment must be the front and back of one piece of “parchment”, which 
will be given to you. 
 
Specific Directions: 
  1.  Your real job is to ask the Congress to grant you a pension by 
demonstrating you were a revolutionary soldier.  You will do this by taking a 
battle assigned to you by the teacher and researching its details.  (Since you 
didn’t really fight there you have to find out what happened!)  You will then 
construct a narrative of that battle with those details.   
  2.  What should you include? 

1. How you suffered from disease, lack of food (can you think of 
other ways?) 

2. What you did in the battle.  What was it like?  How were you 
aligned?  Did you win or lose?  Why? 

3. Remember the material from the Kierner section and the Babbits 
section that you have already studied.  These writings have 
great material to rely upon. 

3.  After you have written the pension request, scan the document and 
give the file to the teacher.  All the requests will be combined together into 
one file for students to consult as a review material for the chapter. 

 


