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Introduction: 
The American Revolution is not considered the avenue through which African Americans 
found freedom and voice; however, some were keenly aware of both.  Blacks played a 
role as laborers in servitude and as free persons of color, all contributing significantly to 
the ideals of freedom. 
 
Guiding Questions: 
What roles did African Americans play during the American Revolution?  How did those 
roles differ greatly in the north and the south?  
 
Consider the following: 

1. What type of lives would African Americans have in America’s north and south? 
2. What “societies” existed that provided assistance to African Americans? 
3. What roles did blacks play during the war? 

 
Learning Objective: 
To understand that African Americans have never played only one role in the history of 
this country, in general, and during the American Revolution, in particular. 
 
Materials used in preparation: 
Revolutionary Citizens – African Americans 1776 – 1804, Daniel Littlefield 
Phillis Wheatley http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2p12.html 
African American Loyalist Boston King http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6615 and 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2p60.html;  
African Americans in the Revolutionary War Period 
http://www.nps.gov/revwar/about_the_revolution/african_americans.html;  
The American Revolution and Slavery 
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/black_voices/voices_display.cfm?id=18 
 
During the lessons, students will be introduced to well-known and lesser known African 
Americans, including:  Richard Allen, Benjamin Banneker, Andrew Bryan, Paul Cuffe, 
Prince Hall, Absalom Jones, Toussaint Louverture, Salem Poor, Peter Salem, Phillis 
Wheatley, and George White.  Students will use DISCUS – Biography Resource Center, 
among other sites, to research their backgrounds. 
 
Suggested Activity: 
Each student will write an article for a fictional African American newspaper, 
highlighting: 1) accomplishments of researched African Americans, 2) opportunities 
afforded blacks, particularly in the northern areas of the country, for a decent life, and 3) 
the thoughts of the slave and the free person of color, as the country wherein they found 
themselves fought for her freedom. 



 
 


